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It’s a
Dean’s Life
The power of the arts to bring people
together was evident this year in the
College of Humanities and the Arts.
Expressions chronicles the amazing
ways our faculty and students are
creating new film, new designs, and
new music, reviving the power of a
200-year-old novel, and inspiring the
campus and the entire South Bay with
a rousing and inspirational version of
Lin-Manuel Miranda’s first musical, In
the Heights, at the Hammer Theatre.
This collaborative spirit brought
together the Department of Film
and Theatre and the School of Music
and Dance to produce this sold-out
musical that intersects issues of family,
identity, education, and the economic
challenges within an urban setting. By
centering around a young girl, first
in her family to go to college, who
struggles with the demands of school
and its high cost, the musical spoke
4

to our students and our community.
The power of theater allowed us to
cry together, clap together, and revel
in this amazingly high-quality show
by our own San José State University
students.
Collaboration across disciplines will
soon bring us an exciting new musical
piece exploring the complex history
of the El Camino Real commissioned
by the Martha Heasley Cox Center
of Steinbeck Studies. And Spartan
Films Studios, a professional-level
opportunity for our film students,
will make “Breakfast,” based on John
Steinbeck’s short story. We look
forward to premiering the film at
a Center for Literary Arts event in
September at the Hammer Theatre.
Finally, our Frankenstein Bicentennial
initiative will hit full stride this fall,
powered by faculty collaboration

across the arts and the humanities.
The College has seen almost every
department engage the meanings and
the artistic legacy of Mary Shelley’s
novel.
Two hundred years ago, in 1818, Mary
Shelley spent a gloomy, evocative
weekend with two of the most
important poets of the 19th century,
Percy Bysshe Shelley and Lord Byron.
The ghost story competition they
undertook one evening led to Mary
Shelley’s major novel, Frankenstein,
a story chronicling the dangers of
technology and the responsibility of
those who build that technology.
Frankenstein resonates powerfully with
us today; some recent issues have
made major tech companies in the
Silicon Valley reflect on privacy, ethics,
and responsibility. These are the very
issues Shelley explored in her novel.

Whether you want to engage
these themes through music, film,
radio, theatre, literary analysis, or
philosophical reflection, you will find
an opportunity this fall at San José
State University. The collaborative
spirit that connects us with the
community is producing these
wonderful events on campus and at
the Hammer Theatre. Come join us in
this conversation!
In gratitude,

Shannon Miller, Dean
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The College of Humanities and the Arts is proud to present project
collaborations that our faculty has been working on. From building a
3D-printed cabin to commissioning a multicultural symphony to adapting
literature into film, H&A professors’ contributions have reached far beyond
SJSU, helping the community at large.

Spotlight:

Faculty
Project
Collaborations

Virginia San Fratello

Cabin of 3D Printed Curiosities
Virginia San Fratello
California is facing a housing crisis
where houses are sold for millions
of dollars. Can we print our way
out of this dilemma?
Professor Virginia San Fratello
from the Department of Design has
taken on the challenge of housing
shortages and homelessness.
Using her expertise as an artist
and interior designer, she built
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the Cabin of 3D Printed Curiosities
as a way to explore more affordable
housing solutions.
This project is part of her ongoing
collaboration with Architecture
Professor Ronald Rael of UC
Berkeley; together, they founded
Emerging Objects, a startup company
specializing in 3D printing of
architectural and building components.
7

San Fratello and Rael designed their
one-room cabin using 3D printing
technology. They incorporated
upcycled agricultural and industrial
materials such as cement, salt,
sawdust, and grape skins.
Over 4,500 3D-printed ceramic
shingles cover the cabin’s three
walls and its roof, and the grapeskin tiles covering the front have
little pockets for vegetation to
grow in. Its interior panels are 3Dprinted bio-plastic made of corn;
these inner walls are backlit with
LED lights that change color to suit
the occupants’ moods.
Located in a residential backyard
in Oakland, this cabin has garnered
many positive reviews from the
press. The Architect’s Newspaper
recognizes San Fratello and Rael’s
design as “a departure from other
investigations in 3D-printed
dwelling, many of which are
unlivable and not aesthetically
considered.” In addition to the
beautiful design, critics have
praised the cabin for its use of
sustainable resources.
This innovative cabin was made
possible by Oakland City Council’s
decision to ease construction
restrictions on secondary
housing units, such as backyard
cottages. San Fratello and Rael
took advantage of the relaxed
codes to deploy new building
systems, materials, hardware, and
8

software—and to empirically test
their design for weatherproofing
and longevity.

a non-profit cultural and heritage
initiative. Using El Camino Real
as an organizing symbol, they will
bring you a new symphony and
curriculum. The center’s director,
Professor Nick Taylor, will help
research and create content for
this project, Camino Chronicles.

During the cabin’s building process,
San Fratello and Rael expanded
their collaboration to include their
students and recent graduates into
their research and design. “Several
students from SJSU have worked
with us in developing and printing
some of the wood pieces that are
in the cabin,” says San Fratello. The
cabin gives students opportunities
to apply what they have learned in
a project that has a direct impact
on their community.
“This opens the door for home
owners, architects, and designers to
experiment in their own backyards
as we collectively try to address
some of the housing problems at a
micro-scale,” explains San Fratello.
She hopes that this 3D cabin will
become “a platform where new
ways of living are tested, new
technologies can be invented, and
new materials can be discovered.”

For Marcela Davison Aviles,
co-founder of Camino Arts and
Steinbeck Center board member,
the collaboration between the
university and the non-profit is
perfect as it will allow Camino
Chronicles to reach a wide variety
of audiences.

Nick Taylor
Camino Chronicles
Nick Taylor
Driving down US Highway 101,
most of us forget that this road
is older than the state itself. The
101 is part of El Camino Real, a
road that spans across California—
reminding us of our shared history
with Mexico.
To illuminate California’s
Mexican-American heritage, the
Center for Steinbeck Studies is
collaborating with Camino Arts,

“We approached the Steinbeck
Center and San José State because
we wanted a university partner
with strong academic departments
in the areas of Chicano Studies,
Music, and English,” says Aviles.
“Associating with SJSU would add
to the ability of the project to
benefit the community.”
The Camino Chronicles is an
exciting project for Professor
Taylor because people from the
Camino Arts organization are
extremely talented and dedicated:
Marisa Canales is a flute musician
and the owner of Urtext Digital
Classics, Mexico’s leading classical
label; Benjamin Juarez Echenique
is a conductor and music professor
at Boston University; and Aviles
serves as the Latinx cultural advisor
for The Walt Disney Company.
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Being prominent figures in the
Mexican community, they were
able to approach Gabriella Ortiz, an
important contemporary Mexican
composer, and commission her to
write a new piece of music for the
Camino Chronicles.
Over a weekend, Professor Taylor
hosted all the parties involved
in the Steinbeck Center and is
currently working to finalize the
details of the project.
“Right now, we’re at the stage
where we’ve commissioned the
work—Gabriella’s going to write
it. We need to raise money for the
premiere and find an orchestra to
incorporate the piece into their
program,” says Taylor.
Along with a new symphony, the
project will include free lesson
plans for teachers. The Steinbeck
Center has a record of creating
strong teaching materials and
making them accessible to public
schools. Thus, Camino Arts
has sought out the Center and
Taylor to develop a curriculum to
accompany the symphony.
Taking this opportunity, Taylor
hopes to expand the way California
history is taught. He points out
how students’ knowledge of
California history has traditionally
been limited to California missions.
“Using the metaphor of El Camino

10

Real as an organizing principle,
the symphony and curriculum
around it can provide an alternative
for teachers who want to talk
holistically about California
history,” says Taylor. “This project
presents California not just as a
colonial enterprise, but as a shared
space for lots of different people
and different eras.”
Similarly, Aviles hopes this project
will help illuminate the shared
history of California and Mexico.
Both Camino Arts and Taylor strive
to include different perspectives to
influence the Camino Chronicles.
They plan on incorporating
research from John Steinbeck’s
own travels in Mexico as well as
traditional Mexican folk musicians
and other Latinx artists.
Ultimately, they hope to present
a symphony and curriculum that
reflect a more positive and diverse
narrative surrounding Mexican and
Latinx culture.

Spartan Film Studios:
John Steinbeck’s “Breakfast”
Barnaby Dallas and Nick Martinez
Few authors can impact readers
in as few as three pages. John
Steinbeck’s “Breakfast” is able to
do just that. Inspired by this story,
Film Professors Barnaby Dallas and
Nick Martinez will be bringing it to
life in a new film adaptation.
Together, they will spearhead
the project, from adapting Steinbeck’s prose into script to casting,
producing, and directing the film.
“Steinbeck is one of the greatest
American writers,” Martinez says.
“To be able to take one of his
works and adapt it to a visual
medium is a lot of weight and
responsibility, but it’s also a huge
and exciting thing to do. Not many
people get the chance to do that.”
Dallas shares Martinez’s zeal for
Steinbeck, stating that it is a great
honor for them to undertake the
project. They are both avid readers
of Steinbeck’s works, and they
especially admire the author’s
ability to shed light on people’s
lives through writing.
“‘Breakfast’ is the quintessential Steinbeck story—it’s such a
moment in time looking through
the fishbowl at four lives that
cross paths for a moment,” explains
Martinez. “It’s about humanity,

Nick Martinez
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how some people have almost
nothing but still offer a stranger
something to show kindness.”
Martinez and Dallas aim to
preserve the authenticity of
the short story when adapting
it into a script. Their film will
present an accurate period piece
that “respects Steinbeck and his
message,” says Dallas.
The two film professors also
express immense gratitude to the
Center for Steinbeck Studies—
particularly towards Professor
Nick Taylor and Professor
Susan Shillinglaw. Taylor as the
director of the Steinbeck Center
and Shillinglaw as a prominent
Steinbeck expert helped Spartan
Film Studios obtain the rights to
produce the film.

Alumni film professionals will also
play key roles in the production.
Additionally, Dallas has contacted
Professor Fred Cohen about
getting the Music Department to
score the music for the film.
“This will be at a higher level than
some of the things we’ve done,”
says Dallas. “We are trying to make
a film that can be premiered at a
major film festival.”
Both professors are hard at work
in the pre-production stages of the
film, and the rest of SJSU can’t wait
for its premiere.

“It’s been [Nick and my] dream to
do a collaborative film on one of
Steinbeck’s short stories, but the
rights have been tied up for years,”
explains Dallas. “The Steinbeck
Center is mainly responsible for
finally making the project happen.”

Barnaby Dallas
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Other than the Steinbeck Center’s
involvement, Dallas and Martinez
plan to collaborate with many
other SJSU affiliates. A film class
of 20 to 40 students will help with
the project under the guidance
of other film professors, such as
Professor Cassandra Carpenter and
Professor John York. San José State
13

Dim the Lights, Hit the Music:

It’s a
Full House!

Following the international success
of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton
on Broadway, the Department of
Film and Theatre collaborated with
the School of Music and Dance to
bring his first Tony award-winning
productions, In the Heights, to the
Hammer Theatre.

because she could relate to
the younger characters in the
show. But the show didn’t only
impress college students. “There
were parents in the audience,
grandparents too,” says Lee.
“Everyone could feel a connection
with the characters.”

Thanks to a generous donation
from the Virginia Ann Music
Theatre Fund that provided access
to the original Broadway set, SJSU
put on a show true to Miranda’s
first Broadway hit. And along with
bringing world-class theatre to San
José, In the Heights gave students
hands-on experience in the
staging and production of a major
Broadway musical.

Sharon Tsang, another student
who attended the musical, was
delighted by the performance and
the characters: “The actors were
really in tune with their characters,
and the show was compelling with
the music.”

In the Heights tells the story of a
Hispanic-American neighborhood
Washington Heights in New York
City. The characters are relatable
and charming, full of triumph
and angst as they struggle to
achieve the elusive American
Dream. And while Miranda’s show
is representative of his Latinx
background, it’s also universal.
“Here are these people who exist
everyday on the street. They
fall in love, they fall out of love,
they have problems, they have
celebrations—it’s a human story,”
says Director Buddy Butler.
SJSU student Rachel Lee
particularly enjoyed the musical
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The show attracted SJSU students
and the local community alike.
“This was clearly a hit for SJSU,
the College of H&A, and its
Department of Theatre plus
the School of Music & Dance,”
says Chris Burrill, the Hammer
Theatre’s Executive Director. “The
success of In the Heights can be
expressed in terms of ticket sales
as one week prior to opening,
95% of seats had been sold. The
producers decided to add two
performances, increasing capacity
to over 4,600.”
Local critic Vince from Vmedia
raved that “the sold-out crowd
were on their feet for a welldeserved standing ovation as the
musical ended.” He wrote that the
show “is a sure-bet family treat
and a perfect way to celebrate
your spring theatre season.”
15

The immense popularity of this
SJSU production is reflective of the
musical’s inclusiveness. “It’s a show
that continues our commitment to
diversity,” adds Butler. “I wanted
to find a show that would speak to
that diversity and also give voice to
the unrepresented out there.”
Within the university, the
production also reached out to
students with different interests.
Many were attracted to Miranda’s
modern, hip-hop take on traditional
theatre. “What really interested
me was that it was written by
Lin-Manuel Miranda,” says Theatre
Arts Major Jordan Celestino. “Being
on stage singing is cool, but you
never really get to rap on stage.”

Students like Celestino were
involved in all areas of the
production, from singing and
dancing on stage to creating
costumes. Music students
performed in the live orchestra
while Theatre Arts students got the
opportunity to work as assistant
stage managers.

a week and worked a 32-hour job
while also being a full-time student.

The production was the perfect
opportunity for students to be
exposed to the challenges and
rigors they will face as working
professionals. Theatre Arts Major
Shaelan Barber, for example,
learned to juggle different parts of
her life with In the Heights. She met
the cast for rehearsal five nights

The collaboration between
departments has allowed students
to round out their skills. “I’m not
much of a dancer, but when I got
an ensemble, I had to learn these
dances,” says Barber. “The first day
we learned the dance, our legs hurt
so bad. But it was a pain that you
felt really good about. We were
getting something done. That’s
what I loved about it.”

“A lot of people don’t get this
opportunity, so I’m trying to take
out of it as much as I can,” says
Barber. Despite her overwhelming
schedule, she was excited to be a
part of the production.

The students didn’t only learn
new skills—the collaboration gave
them the opportunity to work with
industry experts. Jesse Sanchez, for
example, was the musical assistant
for the national tour of Hamilton.
Sanchez worked with the original
creative team from both Hamilton
and In the Heights and was the
vocal consultant in the production.
William Corkery, a senior Theatre
Arts major, enjoyed the challenge
that Sanchez brought.
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“The more perfection that you
demand out of people, the better
you get,” said Corkery.

the main character was played by
guest star Oklys Pimentel, who had
previous experience with the role
in another local production. Other
professionals were SJSU alumni,
like Stage Manager Jennifer Wong.
Additionally, students learned
how to mix sounds from Anthony
Sutton, the Hammer Theatre’s
seasoned technician.

Students were introduced to
experts in all areas. For example,

“The Hammer is creating huge
opportunities for our students,
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for our faculty, and for our
community,” says Barnaby Dallas,
the show’s producer.
The partnership between SJSU and
the Hammer Theatre has certainly
raised the bar.
“Film and Theatre, as well as Music
and Dance, have done some very
exciting things,” adds Fred Cohen,
Conductor and Director of the
School of Music and Dance. “But
we’ve never worked together on a
music theatre piece as popular as
this. It’s very exciting.”
We congratulate the Department
of Film and Theatre and the School
of Music and Dance on their
hard work! And we appreciate
the generosity of our donors,
without which this collaboration
wouldn’t have been possible. If
you’re interested in seeing more
performances of this caliber, please
contact the Dean of Humanities
and the Arts.
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Imagine if Silicon Valley created
Frankenstein’s monster. What
might that look like?
Silicon Valley is about creation
and innovation. Tech companies
like Google, Amazon, and Apple
embody these ideals, and they are
constantly expanding. As a result,
San José is one of the fastestgrowing cities in the US. But along
with the benefits these companies
have provided—they have created
new challenges to overcome.

Frankenstein
Bicentennial:

Technology, Ethics, and Humanity

In the wake of Facebook’s invasion
of users’ privacy and the accidents
caused by self-driving Uber and
Tesla cars, the public is forced
to grapple with the unintended
consequences and the ethics of the
tech industry. But how are people
supposed to go about tackling
these problems?
Located at the center of this
technology hub, SJSU is perfectly
positioned to address these
issues concerning the ethics of
technological innovation.
A number of events that the
College of Humanities and the
Arts hosted used Frankenstein as
a platform to spark conversation
about these challenges.
During the spring semester, SJSU
hosted the Deep Humanities
Symposium at the San José Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library. Led
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by SJSU’s Dr. Katherine Harris and
Dr. Revathi Krishnaswamy, this
event united faculty, students, and
key tech industry players to discuss
the ethical responsibility in the
field of technology.
“Deep Humanities is an
engagement of the human and the
non-human,” says Krishnaswamy.
“As such, the Deep Humanities
Symposium aims to bring our
accumulated knowledge about
the practice of being human. This
engages the urgent issues raised
by emerging technologies and the
tech industry which include bias,
ethics, ‘human-centered design,’
and culture.”
The symposium consisted of two
panels and one student poster
session. The panel participants
included Dr. Wincy Du, SJSU’s
Director of the Robotics, Sensor,
and Machine Intelligence, plus
Martin Ford, author of Rise of the
Robots. Together, these panelists
presented their views regarding the
intersection between capitalism
and technology, the role of AI
in daily life, and the ethical
responsibilities that the tech
industry has to the public.
These topics represent
Frankenstein’s theme of the
frightening possibilities that occur
when technology is left unchecked.
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“Technology needs to think
about unintended consequences.
They need to be discussed like
a chemical engineer’s haz-op
discussions,” says SJSU’s Dr. Claire
Komives. “Chemical engineers
discuss everything that could go
wrong with a new process that
they want to develop. Technology
should be included in these types
of conversations. What is wrong
with our dependence and addiction
to technology?”
SJSU students also played an
important part in addressing the
ethical problems and humanitarian
concerns in the tech field. They
teamed up to research the
challenging issues that Silicon
Valley’s tech industry should work
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on, such as the lack of women in
the field. The students visually laid
out their findings onto posters.

(USF) to answer “What is it like to
be human in the digital age?”

The Deep Humanities Symposium
was a great success! If this event
interests you, the Symposium
is just the beginning of many
upcoming events celebrating
Frankenstein and the ethical and
technological questions it raises in
today’s world.

As part of the bicentennial, SJSU
students have hosted a film
festival, put Dr. Victor Frankenstein
on a mock trial, collaborated with
the San José Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Library to curate a Frankenstein
exhibit, and created art ranging
from promotional flyers to 3D
scans of their bodies.

To start, the Frankenstein
Bicentennial is a year-long
celebration honoring the
200-year legacy of Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein. This celebration
unites SJSU students and faculty
with Santa Clara University (SCU)
and the University of San Francisco

“One of the things we have
done is answer what it is to be a
team rather than a group,” says
Dr. Katherine Harris. “It’s not
about divide and conquer, but
collaborating to increase the
amount of intellectual ideas.”
Dr. Harris’ efforts have created

buzz all over campus. For example,
Dr. Rhonda Holberton, the newest
addition to SJSU’s Digital Media
Art Program, had her students
work on 3D models and scans that
were displayed during the Deep
Humanities Symposium.
“I address the ethics in engineering
in my work. I also love Frankenstein.
I am very interested in trying to
reframe its 200-year legacy in
art and debate,” says Holberton.
“Looking back is a good way to
look forward.”
In addition to the comeback of
the successful Deep Humanities
Symposium, several other events
are being offered during Fall
2018 that may be of interest.
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The Hammer Theatre will
screen National Theatre Live’s
Frankenstein, which features
Benedict Cumberbatch and
Jonny Lee Miller, while Dr. Alison
McKee is leading a Frankenstein at
the Movies night at the Hammer
Theatre. Director Fred Cohen and
his music department are bringing
H.K. Gruber: Frankenstein!! to the
Hammer Theatre, and Director
Buddy Butler is set to work on
a San José State production of
Frankenstein: The Radio Play.
Furthermore, President Mary
Papazian, Dr. Anad Vaidya, and
Dr. Adrienne Eastwood will unite
for a panel to connect the classics
Paradise Lost and Frankenstein with
the present-day concerns of human
morality and representation of
marginalized identities.
Collaborations with SCU and
USF are also underway. Currently,
students and faculty from these
universities can start online
discussions and debates on the
official Frankenstein Bicentennial
website. In the future, SCU, SJSU,
and USF will be hosting a special
collections exhibit and a full-day
reading of Frankenstein.
The Frankenstein Bicentennial
represents an insightful and
provocative time of discussion
and celebration that joins the
university and the Bay Area.
Keeping the technology theme
24

and in partnership with the
Knight Foundation, the College
of Humanities and the Arts will
bring Cordelia Fine, author of
Testosterone Rex, and Margaret
O’Mara, author of Search for the
Next Silicon Valley, to the Hammer
Theatre this coming fall. Fine will
discuss the language used about
gender in the tech industry while
O’Mara will unpack the history of
the Silicon Valley.
Overall, the SJSU College of
Humanities and the Arts is working
to establish additional partnerships
for the Frankenstein Bicentennial
that will discuss ways to embed
ethics and humanities into
technology. Come join us with top
experts in the Silicon Valley as we
celebrate the 200th anniversary of
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein!
For past and upcoming events,
visit www.frankenstein200yrs.
wordpress.com/.

Thank You

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
To learn more about how you can support
the College, please contact
shannon miller
Dean, College of Humanities and the Arts
San José State University, One Washington Square
San José, CA 95192-008

To make a gift in support of the College of Humanities
and the Arts, you can give securely online at
www.sjsu.edu/giving/support/colleges/coha

You also can make checks payable to the “Tower
Foundation of SJSU” and mail to
matthew taylor siegel,
Senior Director of Development, San José State University,
One Washington Square, San José, CA 95192-0257.

To receive our Expressions e-newsletter during the
academic year, send an e-mail with your contact
information to humanities-arts@sjsu.edu or visit
blogs.sjsu.edu/humanities-arts and click “subscribe.”

sjsu.edu/humanitiesandarts
humanities-arts@sjsu.edu
facebook.com/CollegeOfHumanitiesAndTheArts
@sjsu_ha
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Upcoming Hammer Events
2018/2019 Season
2017-2018
The collaboration between the College of Humanities and the Arts and the
Hammer Theatre is a strong partnership that results in rich and captivating
events. The upcoming 2018-2019 season is going to be an exciting year
of high-quality programming across seven different performance series
reflecting San José’s culture of creativity, diversity, and technology. Come
join us at a 2018-2019 event at the Hammer Theatre!

Performances by the SJSU’s School
of Music and Dance and the
Department of Film and Theatre,
like American Night and Cool Yule

Off-Broadway productions, live
theatre/dance performances, and
film screenings, such as Hamlet and
The New Chinese Acrobats

Performances by technologyoriented groups such as
BANDALOOP and Bridgman-Packer

World music such as jazz, blues,
classical, and other genres featuring
Pasquale Esposito and SJ Jazz

Riveting speakers such as
guest author Margaret O’Mara
presenting Silicon Politics

Events of the season such as An
Irish Christmas and SJ Nutcracker

Special community events such as
Ryan Ahern in concert and the
Cornerstone of the Arts Awards
26

For more information,
visit hammertheatre.com

